
MUNICIPAL COURTS
PROCEDURES FOR MONETARY PAYMENTS IN COURT

HB 16-1311 – YOUR “NO” VOTE RESPECTFULLY REQUESTED

This bill sets forth definitions and procedures for courts to determine a defendant’s ability to pay a 
fine and removes court’s ability to enforce the requirement of a defendant’s appearance in court 
for a hearing on failure to pay. As written, defendants will be compelled to pay their fines only if 
they voluntarily appear at their hearings.

HB 16-1311 perpetuates a false premise that municipal courts jail the poor without taking 
into account someone’s ability to pay a fine. Municipal courts have no interest in jailing the 
poor and disadvantaged when the appropriate sentence is a fine.  Most municipal courts agree 
that a case where a fine is appropriate should not turn into a case with jail only based on a failure 
to appear.

The process defining the contempt procedure in HB 16-1311 assumes that courts want to impose 
a jail sentence for failure to pay a fine. The contempt procedure is not often used because courts 
want to compel payment when there is an ability to pay rather than go through a procedure which 
allows jail time, an inappropriate sentence either based on the minor nature of the offense or 
the lack of criminal history. A person getting a fine is getting the least onerous sentence. Most 
courts encourage defendants to set up payment plans, take time to find employment, get 
necessary treatment or do what needs to be done to overcome the obstacles to payment. 
If a person has no ability to pay, courts regularly give alternative sentences such as community 
service. Lack of ability to pay should never trigger a jail sentence. 

HB 16-1311 prohibits the court from issuing a warrant when the defendant fails to appear 
after getting notice that their appearance is required in court for a hearing on ability to pay if they 
fail to make a payment. 

Many defendants ask for payment plans and most courts readily agree to those plans and 
also let defendants know that they can appear in court if there are difficulties in making 
payment. 

HB 16-1311 makes municipal court fines unenforceable. Violations of ordinances should 
retain the most common and appropriate consequence, fines, where jail or lengthy supervision or 
suspended sentences are too harsh 
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For more information, contact Meghan Dollar, Legislative & Policy Advocate, at 303-831-6411 or mdollar@cml.org.


